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Ames reviews Iowa School Report Card results
ByCaMhiMm, Staff Writer 
cware@ame8tnb.com

All of the schools within 
the Ames district received 
results from the 2017 
Iowa School Report Card 
in December —  continu
ing the annual efforts of 
the Iowa Department of 
Education to track data for 
ranking Iowa public schools 
—  and district officials 
announced reviews of them 
this week.

Since 2015, the report

cards have been issued as 
part of a state legislative 
requirement to rate public 
schools on certain measures 
of achievement, including 
student proficiency rates in 
math and reading, gradua
tion rates and staff reten
tion. Based on each school’s 
performance over a two- 
year period, using data pre
dominantly obtained from 
the Iowa Assessments, 
the report card assigns 
one of six ratings: Excep
tional, High-Performing,

Commendable, Acceptable, 
Needs Improvement and 
Priority.

This year, Ames High 
School and Ames Middle 
School both received “Com
mendable’’ rankings.
Of all Iowa public high 
schools, 28 percent of them 
were named Commend
able, with 22 percent of 
middle schools also named 
Commendable.

Ames High School’s 
overall score went down 
to 67.8 points this year,

as compared to last year’s 
report card, where it 
earned 73.7 points and a 
High-Performing ranking. 
Its scores in staff reten
tion were above the state 
average, with 93.6 percent 
of staff staying employed 
in the same school building 
for at least two years. The 
high school demonstrated 
a 95.1 percent graduation 
rate, which measured the 
number of ninth graders 
that complete high school 
within five years.

As compared to the state 
average of 78.4 percent, 
90.9 percent of Ames High 
School students met mini
mally sufficient perfor
mance level benchmarks in 
reading and math overall 
proficiency.

In a news release, Direc
tor of School, Community 
and Media Relations Eric 
Smidt said that a point of 
pride for the high school 
is the College and Career 
Readiness section of the 
report card, where 70.2

percent of students met 
milestones in reading and 
math, that predict a higher 
probability of post-sec
ondary success. The state 
average in the category 
is 39.5 percent, “clearly 
showing Ames High stu
dents’ preparedness toward 
the next step in their lives," 
Smidt said.

The high school also had 
a 94 percent daily attend
ance rating.

See SCHOOLS on page A2

Withers spends years 
bringing people together
Retired 
reverend 
winner of 
humanitarian 
award
ByAMtfciCaMMn
Staff Writer
ncannon@amestnb.com

As its name indicates, 
the Ames Humanitar
ian Award is an honor for 
people who are inherently 
good.

So it makes sense that 
Heather Withers, the 2018 
recipient and obvious good 
person, lamented the fact 
that the other good people 
doing good things in Ames 
missed out on the award.

After all, she said she 
doesn’t do what she does 
for public recognition. 
(Total good-person line, by 
the way.)

“It’s a little embarrass
ing to me in a way because 
there are so many people 
here in this community 
that spend so much time 
and energy on all kinds of 
projects,” she said in an 
interview with the Tribune.

Withers, 79, who’s

spent her years in Ames 
working with organizations 
that primarily work to 
bring people together, will 
receive the Humanitarian 
Award at Monday night’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
celebration at Ames Middle 
School.

A former reverend at 
Unity Church of Ames still 
possessing her Liverpool,

England, accent, Withers 
has found plenty to do 
after retiring in 2008. She’s 
helped organize interfaith 
services, welcomed refu
gees into town, advocated 
for affordable housing and 
assisted other human ser
vices organizations.

“I think the underlying 
or overarching purpose is 
to be in service to people in

some form or another but 
not knowing the exact form 
it could take,” she said of 
her work.

How did she come to 
that mindset? When asked, 
she went back to when 
she was a teenager and 
in her early 20s, a time of 
immense loss for her.

See W ITHERS on page A2

Heartland Baptist to sell Grand Avenue 
building to Habitat for Humanity
By Bm  Mka, Staff Writer 
dmika@aineslrib.com

Habitat for Human
ity of Central Iowa is 
planning to move their 
offices and stores from 
the downtown area 
to Heartland Baptist 
Church’s former location 
within the next several 
months.

The Ames City 
Council unanimously 
approved a rezoning 
request for the build
ing, at 3504 Grand 
Ave., during its Tuesday 
meeting. That loca
tion was the home

of Heartland Baptist 
Church up until last 
July, when the con
gregation moved to 
its new $4  million, 
40,000-square-foot 
church in north Ames.

Habitat for Human
ity director Sandi Risdal 
said the sale is effectively 
done and the parties are 
waiting for the city to 
finalize the rezoning. She 
said there will be some 
light remodeling done 
before the move, which 
she hopes to have done by 
late spring.

Purchasing the build
ing gives Habitat enough

space to house all of their 
operations under one 
roof, Risdal said. At the 
moment, the charity’s 
main offices are down
town while its used fur
niture store is on Lincoln 
Way just east of South 
Duff Avenue. It also 
has an annex space and 
storage unit across from 
the store to hold excess 
donations.

“The whole idea is to 
bring our whole affiliate 
together," she said. “We’re 
really, really excited to 
make that a reality.”

See CHURCH on page A2

Am ts High School Hockey Coach Marc Rogers talks 
- with players during practice at the Ames/lSU k a  Arena

on Tuesday, phot o  by g r ayso n schmidt /ames t r ibune

Nearly 50 years later: 
Ames Hockey Associating

_ yJ'vyVvk

continues to grow th e 
sport in  central Iowa

SlaffWriter
gschmicH@ame8lrib.com

When A1 Murdoch 
pitched the idea of a 
hockey and ice skating 
workshop for the youth 
in Ames in 1969, he had 
no idea what type of 
turnout he would get.
But that small workshop 
ended bringing in nearly 
500  kids, and almost 
50 years later, the Ames 
Hockey Association club 
has continued to main
tain strong numbers, 
and help promote the 
game around central 
Iowa.

“It’s been a great 
ride, from me coming 
to Ames, Iowa, to get a 
master’s (degree) in 1969 
to today," Murdoch said. 
“Ames is a great commu
nity, and if you throw 
out an idea, ‘Hey how

would you like to learn 
how to skate?’ it’s kind 
of like ‘Oh yeah. That 
sounds great.’”

From skating in 
Brookside Park, to 
playing the Olympic 
team in Hilton Coliseum, 
and opening the Ames/ 
ISU Ice Arena, Murdoch 
has been actively 
involved in Ames hockey 
from the start and has 
seen it spawn interest in 
other sports like curling, 
broomball, and figure 
skating.

“It got to a point 
where there were so 
many ice programs 
going that the ice rink 
was getting used 15 to 
20 hours a day in the 
winter time, and even in 
the summer it was going 
eight to 10 hours a day," 
Murdoch said.

See HOCKEY on page A3
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Ames woman opens vintage decor shop
By Bm NMka, Staff Writer 
(lmika@amestrib.com

An Ames woman is reviv
ing her past as a used decor 
shop owner in an unassum
ing warehouse in the city’s 
east side.

Vintage Decor & More, 
located at 1822 E. Lincoln 
Way, is stocked with used 
furniture and housewares 
in a small warehouse.
Owner Cheryl Voyna said 
she’s working on getting 
more vendors to provide 
the shop with goods and 
will eventually paint the 
walls and mount a large 
sign outside the building to 
make it noticeable from the 
street.

She’s also waiting for 
warmer weather so her land
lord can fix the furnace. For 
the moment, the store’s only 
heat comes from a space 
heater behind Voyna’s desk.

The store is Voyna’s 
second venture after 
running Cheryl’s Consign
ment Shop on Nevada’s 
Main Street in the late 1980s 
before closing down due to 
stress.

“The kids were young

Vintage Decor & More owner Cheryl Voyna prices items in her shop Friday afternoon. Voyna opened the store 13 years 
after she closed her Main Street consignment shop in Nevada, ph o t o  by d a n  mik a /a mes  t r ibune

and I was working six days a 
week and it wasn’t working 
out for me at that time,” she 
said.

She later spent 13 years 
working at Ken’s Appliance 
in Ames, but wanted to go 
back to running her own

business. She spent a few 
months as a vendor at a Des 
Moines antique mall, but 
wasn’t making enough in

revenue to continue.
After finding out her 

employer owned the ware
house, she took it over,

moved in some items she 
purchased from an auction' 
in Colo and her own wares, 
and opened shop.

The shop is one of 
Voyna’s few creative outlets. 
She pointed to an arrange
ment of crystalware and 
plates on a table, with 

‘picture frames lining the 
edges.

“Arranging things, I enjoy 
that,” she said. “That’s one of 
the only creative things I do.”

Voyna is unusual in that 
she’s starting a new busi
ness at age 66, when most 
people her age are beginning 
to retire or wind down their 
working lives. Her fahiilyR', 
has the financial stability* 
to keep the business afloat, 
and she wants to keep her 
venture alive for at least the 
next few years.

“I better be here in the 
long run,” she said with a 
laugh. “I want to stay long 
as I’m well enough to keep 
doing this.”

Vintage Decor 8c More is 
open 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday and from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturday.

HOCKEY: For our population base, we have 
a pretty good amount of interest in hockey’
Continued from page A1

According to Ames 
Hockey Association Coach 
Marc Rogers, the sport’s 
numbers in Ames have 
stayed fairly steady since 
he began coaching the 
team in 1996, however, 
he did say that the level of 
competition and skill has 
significantly increased just 
from the way the sport is 
coached. When he started 
coaching in Ames, Rogers 
—  originally from Eau 
Claire, Wis. —  said that 
the program was already 
well-established.

"My first impression of 
Iowa high school hockey 
was all the kids were big, 
and they loved to hit. It 
was very physical,” Rogers 
said.

Considering that the 
sport has only gained pop
ularity in pockets across 
the state (Cedar Rapids, 
Des Moines, Dubuque, 
Quad Cities), he said that 
Ames has been able to hold 
its own in terms of player 
numbers against some 
of the larger metropoli
tan teams in Iowa and the 
Midwest.

“For our population 
base, we have a pretty 
good amount of interest 
m hockey,” Rogers said 
"There are a lot of other 
winter sports that prob
ably have more popular
ity, but more familiarity 
also, so it’s a generational 
thing. The players that I’ve 
coached, I see them come 
back now with their kids, 
and those kids are playing 
hockey, and that’s what 
really makes it grow and 
explode in a community.”

The Ames Hockey 
Association plays teams 
from Iowa (Des Moines, 
Dubuque, Cedar Rapids, 
Mason City, Sioux City, 
Quad Cities) as well as 
competes in tourna
ments in Omaha, Kansas 
City, Minneapolis, and 
Milwaukee.

And in a state that 
values wrestling, and a 
city that values basketball, 
Rogers said that hockey 
has still found its place.

Ames High School hockey players practice at the Ames/lSU Ice Arena on Tuesday, ph o t o s by g r a y so n  s c h midt /a mes  t r ibune

Though Rogers said he rec
ognizes the significant 
cost differences between 
hockey and wrestling or 
basketball, he said that 
once kids get involved with 
the sport, they usually 
don’t switch back

"If you can get a kid 
on the ice, the game sells 
itself,” Rogers said.

That is exactly why 
Murdoch said that he was 
never worried about com
petition with the other 
winter sports From 
sharing Hilton Coliseum 
with ISU basketball and 
wrestling, to recruit
ing kids from elemen
tary school through high 
school, Murdoch said that 
hockey has always stood 
out on its own in Ames.

, “We never really looked 
at it as a competition; 
we weren’t competing,” 
Murdoch said "Hockey 
players and skaters in 
general are different a dif
ferent kind of individu
als. They’re a little bit of 
everything."

Currently the Ames 
Hockey Association has

just over 150 players 
across seven age groups 
According to both 
Murdoch and Rogers, a 
major contributing factor 
to the success of the Ames 
Hockey Association has 
been the partnership with 
the Iowa State University 
Hockey Club, which have 
had former Ames players 
on the roster

According to Murdoch 
and Rogers, many of the 
players that Rogers has 
coached have decided to 
come back and coach 

"Everybody that comes 
out of hockey and the 
hockey culture has this 
thing where they want to 
give back,” Rogers said 
"There’s almost an obli
gation to give back some
thing to the sport that’s 
given them so much."

That mentality is what 
Murdoch said has allowed

hockey to continue to 
flourish in Ames, and is 
what he said will hope
fully help grow the sport 
in Ames and across the 
state.

“There’s a very strong 
nucleus of people, and 
some of them are parents 
or grandparents now, 
and they take pretty 
good pride in being a

participant and being a 
part of that growth, and I 
think they’re very loyal," 
Murdoch said "(The club) 
has some good people, and 
you can feel the history 
when you step in (to the 
Ames/ISU Ice Arena). It’s 
an example of a success
ful joint venture between 
Iowa State University, and 
the city of Ames ”

Mary 
Greeley 
restricts 
visitors 
due to flu

. i 1concerns
Due to increasing con

cerns about flu, Mary 
Greeley Medical Center 
is restricting visitors in 
certain patient areas.

As of Friday, Jan . 12, vis
itors to patients in Birth- 
ways, Pediatrics and 
the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU) will be 
restricted to the patient’s 
parents, grandparents and 
siblings. Please note that in 
the case of Birthways and 
NICU, the patient is defined 
as an infant.

Any further visi
tors restrictions will be 
announced as needed.

People experiencing any 
symptoms of flu are asked 
not to visit Mary Gi®ele ® 
unless coming in for treat- ‘ 
ment. Flu symptoms 
include fever, chills, cough, 
runny or stuffy nose, body 
ache, headache and fatigue. 
Some people may also expe
rience sore throat, vomiting 
and diarrhea.
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WINTER CLEARANCE
DOES YOUR HEATER NEED TO BE REPLACED? 

WINTER IS  HERE....

CALL YOUR HEATING EXPERTS TODAY - 
CALL CONVERSE
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